
UNDERSTANDING POETRY

SONNET 18 - WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?

Thou art more lovely and more temperate:

Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,

And summer’s lease hath all too short a date:

Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,

And often is his gold complexion dimmed;

And every fair from fair sometime declines,

By chance, or nature’s changing course, untrimmed:

But thy eternal summer shall not fade,

Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st;

Nor shall Death brag thou wander’st in his shade

When in eternal lines to time thou grow’st:

So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,

So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.

IAMB
An iamb is a unit rhythmic unit made of a stressed syllable 
and one or two unstressed syllables. These are commonly 
referred to as metric feet.

IAMBIC PENTAMETER 

pentagon

A line of poetry is made of multiple metric feet. A common 
poetic measurement is called an iambic pentameter. 

SYLLABLE STRESS 
Rhythm can be described as the beat and pace of a poem. It is 
created by the pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables in 
a line or verse and can help to strengthen the meaning of words 
and ideas in a poem.

Count the syllables and listen for the stretched or emphasised 
syllable e.g.
Compare summer sometime

RHYME SCHEME
The rhyme scheme determines 
which words at the end of each 

line will rhyme, such as:

day – May
Temperate – date

A typical Shakespearean sonnet 
has a rhyme scheme of 

ABAB CDCD EFEF GG

Shall I

iamb

compare

iamb

Like the 5 sides of a pentagon, an iambic 
pentameter has a line of 5 metric feet.

Shall I compare thee to a sum mer’s day?

Other metrical patters are made of a different number.
Dimeter – 2 metrical feet
Trimeter – 3 metrical feet
Tetrameter – 4 metrical feet

SONNET
A Shakespearean sonnet

typically consists of 14 lines of
iambic pentameter.
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